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.ON  THE  SECRET  WILL. 

To  resist  the  force ‘cf  tlie  arguments 
which  are,  often  '  adduced' from  the  holy 
scriptures  to 'prove  that  God  hus  revealed 
his  grace  for  the  universal  benefit  and  iin- 
provempiu  of  all  men,’ the  Calvinists  assert, 
that  the*  dcclaraiiDHS  of  the  inspired  authors  • 
of  the  sacred  canons,  cannot  be  considered 
as  a  conclusive  evidence  of  this  fact :  be¬ 
cause  the  holy  scriptures ‘  contetin  only  a 
partial  revelation  of  the  divine  counsel — 
that  Ciod  has  a  secret  as  well  as  a  revealed 
will  ;  and  that  while,  his  revealed  will  promi¬ 
ses  grace  and  salvation  to  all  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  cim^ply ’with*  the  conditions  of"  his  ' 
merry,  liis  sccrct'will  has  determined  from' 
all  eternity  that  only  the  smallest  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  human  race  should  be  saved, 
and  ihal  the  great  mass  of  mankind  should 
sutTer  the  punishment  of  everlasting  tniscry. 

Hut  notwithstanding  the  zeal  and  ability  ' 
with  which  this  doctrine^  i?  oiieri  deferukd^. 
by  the  advocates  of  an  UHcanciiiioiial-elcc- ^ 
lion  and  reprobation,  it  contains  an  evident’ 
contradiction  in  itself,  it  is  inconsistent  with 
several  ol  die  moral  atirdnites  of  God,  and' 
directly  tends  to  subvert  the  authority  of  the  ' 
holy  scripture.  Acegrding  to  this  intei- 
preiution  of  (he  divine  wiil,  G  >d  exhibits’ 


eternal  torments  of  hell,  for  conlorming  to 
his  will.'*  He  invites  all  to  the’  inheritance 
of  life  everlasting,' when  he  has.  by  an  eter¬ 
nal  and'*  irreveiMble  decree,  predestinated 

# 

only  a  hvv  lo  salvation',  and  appointed  all 
the  rest  to  suffer  the  punishment  of  bis' 
eternal  wrath  and  indignation. 

But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  this 
doctriic  were*  true,  that  God  had  a  se¬ 
cret  design  of  destroying  most  of  the  hu¬ 
man  n.ce  for  doing  what  consistently  with 
his  will  they  could  not  possibly  avoid,  and 
that  this  design  had  never  been  revealed  ;  I 
then  ask,  upon  what  authority  is  this  doctrine 
preached  ?  Who  has  taught  the  advocates  of 

an  uncdndilionartlection  Sc  reprobation,  this 
• ' 

Wdden  knowledge  of  God,  of  which  Jesus 

Christ,the  apostles  &  the’sainis  were  kept  iu 
•  • 

perfect  ignorance  ?  Will  they  plead  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  scriptures?  No;  this  they  cannot 
even  pretend  to dd, for iffe-pcripiu res  declare, 
lliut,  “God  is  not 'a  man  that  he  should  lie, 
ci  i!fe  sou  o>*  man  that  he  snoufd  repent.'^  j 
‘‘For  the  w'ord  of  the  Lord  is  right,’*  sailh 
the  inspired  Psalmist;  “and  all  his  works' 
are  done  in  truth.”  The  Son  of  God,  who 
was*  peifeclly  conversant  with  the  secrets'* 
of  his  ‘  Father,  expressly  arffirms— “  he 
that  sent  me  is  true;  I  speak  to  the  world 
the  things  1' have  heard  of  the  Father;  I' 


in  his  word  a  false  and  <lcccitful  Ajcprcsen- 
1411011  of  his  goodness  and  love  to  all  men, 
while  an  eternal  d'crce  has  unalterably 
fixed  the  salvation  of  only  a  chose*!  fvw,  ’ 
and  absolutely  determined  the  everlasting 
misery  of  all  the  rest.  He  offers  liis  free 
grace  and  salvation  to  the  universal  accept¬ 
ance  of  till  men,  when  Ids  secret  will  has' 
determined  that  those  very  beings  whom 
he  constantly  exhorts  and  intreats  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  proffered  advantages  of  his  mercy, 
should  resist  his  grace,  reject  his  mercy, 
die  iu  their  sins  aud  be  condeniued  to  the 


speak  that  I.  have  seen  of  *ihe  Fa'dier.” 
The  inspired  Apostle  tells  tlie  elders  of  the 
chuich  ai  Ephesus^  “  I  have  not  shunned’ 
to  declare  unto  you  the  whole  counsel  of 
God.”  J  jsus  Christ  knew  no  other  will  of 
his  heavenly  Father,  but  tharwhich  he  waa 
sent  to  reveal  .to  the ’world.  The  holy* 
Apostles  were  acquainted  with  no  other 
counsel  of  God  respecting  the  final  destidy 
of  the  hunian  race,  than  that  which ‘was 
communicated  to  them  by  their  divine 
Lord  and  Master.  From  what  source^^- 
then,  can  the  disciples  of  CJvin  deriv^ 
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Ihrir  knowledge  of  a  secret  will  ?  From  the 
light  of  Hitt u re  I  No.  Reason  teaches  us 
(he  existence  of  an  impartial  God,  who 
without  respect  of  persons  will  judge  eve¬ 
ry  one  according  to  liis  works — consequent¬ 
ly  the  light  of  nature  cannot  afford  them 
grounds  sufficient  to  support  the  doctrines 
of  distinguishing  grace  and  unconditional 
decrees.  Like  many  modern  enthusiasts, 
they  must  pretend  to  a  new  revelation  from 
heaven  and  conceive  themselves  the  honor¬ 
ed  heralds  of  a  new  dispensation,  before 
they  can,  with  the  least  degree  of  cousisien- 
cy«  avow  principles  so  absurd,  and  incul¬ 
cate  doctrines  so  impious  and  extravagant. 

This  doctrine  is  directly  opposed  to  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  most  distinguished  moral  attri¬ 
butes  of  me  Deity — it  militates  agaiusl  the 


divioe  truth — for  if  it  be  the  secret  will  of 
God  to  save  only  a  few,  and  destroy  most 
of  the  human  race,  he  offers  (hat  his 
word  which  he  is  unwilling  to  grant.  He 
disguises  his  real  character — he  manifests 
a  desire  that  all  should  accept  and  be  bene- 
fiiled  by  his  grace,  when  that  privilege  is 
g:’  .nted  only  to  a  few.  lie  appears  anxious 
that  all  sliould.be  saved,  whea  he  h.is  in 
fact  determined  that  most  should  be'damn- 
cd.  He  calls  upon  all,  when  jt  is  his  will 
that  a  few  only  should  hearken  to  his  voice. 
He  proposes  means  for  the  accomplishment 
of  certain  purposes,  when  he  has  already 
decreed  that  those  purposes  never  shall  be 
accomplished.  He  commauds  the  repro¬ 
bate  to  repent,  when  he  has  positively  de¬ 
termined  that  be  shall  not  repent.  He  re¬ 
quires  him  to  render  obedience  to  his  laws, 
when  he  is  unwilling  that  he  should  render 


the  obedience  that  is  required.  He  ex¬ 
horts  him  to  lurn  from  the  evil  of  his  ways 
and  seek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  when  his 
d(  terminate  counsel  forcibly  uiges  him  on 


li 


in  ihe  broad  road  that  leads  to  everlasting 
rviin.  He  endeuvors  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  pursue  a  course  of  conduct  different  from 
that  which  his  secret  will  has  determined 
he  should  pursue,  by  the  false  and  deceit¬ 


ful  promise  of  his  future  ilclivcraiice  from 
the  punishment  which  he  is  destined  to  suf¬ 
fer. 

If  it  be  the  secret  will  of  God  that  the 
greaicr  part  of  mankind  should  suff^^r  ihc 
eternal  torments  of  hell,  for  no  other  reason 
but  that  he  might  exhibit  his  sovereign  will 
and  pleasure,  and  show  his  glory  ;  where  is 
his  holiness  ?  Where  is  that  pure  and  un¬ 
spotted  sanctiiy  which  constitutes  one  of  the 
most  glorious  perfections  of  the  divine 
character  ?  If  it  be  his  secret  will  that  most 
men  should  be  excluded  from  the  privilege 
of  sharing  in  the  advantages  of  his  mercy-— 
that  the.}  should  remain  hardened  in  iniqui¬ 
ty  and  perish  in  their  sins;  where  is  that 
abhorrence  of  evil,  which  the  inspired 
wriicrs  have  so  uniformly  ascribed  to  the 
Deity  ?  If,  by  an  irresistible  determiuation 
of  his  sovereign  will,  God  causes  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  reprobate,  what  becomes  of 
the  oath  with  w  hich  he  affinneil  his  dis¬ 
pleasure  in  the  death  of  (be  sinner  ?  If,  by 
a  resistless  impulse  of  his  power,  he  drives 
a  few  to  obedience,  and  subjects  the  rest  to 
the  unavoidable  necessity  of  sinning  that 
may  consign  them  to  eternal  lornieiits, 
he  is  neither  a  true,  righteous  nor  holy 
God. 

This  doctrine  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
subvert  the  authority  ol  ihc  holy  scriptures, 
and  favors  principles  destructive  to  inoral 

virtue.  If  there  be  a  secret  will  of  God 

•  . 

different  from  that  which  is  expresed  iu  his 
revealed  woid,  me  gospel  cun  nu  longer  be 
regarded  as  an  infallible  rule  to  direct  us  in 
our  conduct.  Jesus  Christ  has  command¬ 
ed  us  to  love  God  above  all  things,  and  our 
nei^ihbor  as  ourselves.’*  But  if  we  believe 
iu  a  secret  will  of  God,  we  canuot,  ivi  .iiout 
some  considerable  hesitation  obey  il.ts  pre¬ 
cept  of  our  Lord— because  he  has  also 
commanded  us  to  do  the  will  ot  his  Father 
which  is  in  heaven — and  that  will,  as  we 
have  already  observed,  is;  according  to  the 
Calvinistic  interpretation,  that  only  a  U  w 
should  lead  holy  &  righteous  lives,  while  all 
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the  rest  are  put  under  an  unavoidable  neces¬ 
sity  of  perseverintij  in  a  course  ol  sin  and  ini¬ 
quity.  Now,  if  it  so  happens  that  we  are 
included  in  the  small  number  of  the  elect, 
we  may  with  propriety  observe  this* com¬ 
mandment  of  our  Lord,  and  love  the  Lord 
our  God  with  all  our  hearts  minds  and  souls, 
and  our  i)ei4ii;hhor  as  ourselves.  Hut,  il  we 
ate  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  included  in 
the  number  of  the  reprobates,  we 
must  pursue  u  course  of  conduct  directly 
opposite  to  that  whicli  is  lierc  prescribed 
by  our  Saviour  If  wc  are  reprobates,  to 
obey  the  will  of  God,  we  must  hate  him, 
we  must  persecute  our  neighbor — and  if, 
in  obetlience  to  the  direciiotis  of  Jesus 
Christ,  we  love  both  God  and  our  neighbor, 
wc  transgress  the  will  of  God,  who  has 
from  all  cleriiiiy  decreed,  that  wc  should  ' 
reject  tliis  admonition  of  nur  Lord.  It  is 
evident,  ihcrcfi<re,  diat  tliis  doctrine  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  weaken  the  authority  of 
the  scriptures,  and  favors  principles  de- 
sliuclive  to  morat  virtue.  He  wlio  be¬ 
lieves  iti  a  senel  will  of  fJod,  which  ren¬ 
ders  ail  things  necessary,  ‘mu^t  consirler 
himself  jusiffiable,  in  wliaisoever  be  docs. 
Notwithslanflingall  the  fictitious  reasonifigs 
which  hive  bccii  emphiytd  to  destroy  the 
force  of  this  argument  ;  I  repeat  it,  th.at 
whoever  believes  in  a  secret  will  of  God, 
who  has  predestinated  whatever  comes  to 
pass,  must  consider  himself  perfectly  jus- 
tifiible  in  whatsoever  he  does — because 
let  him  act  as  he  pleases,  he  does  lire  will 
of  God,  vvlio  has  determined  from  all  f'ter- 
nity  that  he  should  act  precisely  as  he  does 
act.  He  who  gratifies  his  reseiriment  in  the 
destruction  of  a  fellow  creature — the  mur¬ 
derer  who  raises  his  pri,i  to  execute  hU 
work  of  death — and  even  the  midnight  as¬ 
sassin.  who,  to  promote  his  selfish  purpo¬ 
ses,  stabs  an  innocent  uuuffending  victim 
to  the  heart,  can  if  he  believes  this  dociriue 
justify  himself— for  it  was  the  secret  will 
of  God  that  he  should  do  so.; — it  was  the 
secret  will  of  God  that  he  should  satiate 
his  vengeace  in  the  distresses  of  his  neigh¬ 
bor.  It  was  the  secret  will  of  God,  that  in 


a  moment  of  passion  he  should  sacrifice  the 
object  of  his  hatred,  and  wash  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  iunocence. 

THEOPHILUS. 

OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION. 

The  doctrine  of  universal  redemption, 
namely,  that  the  benefits  of  CInisUs  pas¬ 
sion  extend  to  the  whole  human  race;  or, 
'that  every  man  is  tnabltd  to  attain  salva¬ 
tion  ihiMUgh  the  merits  ol  Christ,  was  di¬ 
rectly  opposed  by  Calvin,  who  maintained, 
that  God  from  all  eternity  decreed,  that  cer¬ 
tain  iiiividuals  of  the  human  race  should  be 
saved,  and  that  the  rest  of  .mankind  should 
perish  everlastintjly,  without  the  possibility 
of  attaining  salvation.  These  decrees  of 
election  and  reprobation  suppose  all  men 
to  be  in  tile  same  condition  in  consequence 
of  Adam's  fall,  equally  deserving  of  punish¬ 
ment  from  GofI,  and  equally  unable  of 
themselves  to  avoid  it;  and  that  G(kI,  by 
his  own  arbitrary  will,  selects  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  persons,  witimul  respect  to  foreseen 
taiih  or  good  works,  and  infalliby  ordains 
to  br.siow  upon  them  eternal  happiness 
through  the  meiiis  of  Christ,  while  the 
grealcr^pari  ol  mankind  are  infallibly  doom¬ 
ed  to  suffer  eternal  misery. 

I  shall  emie.ivor  to  prove  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  universal  redemption  is  asserted  .o 
scripture. 

In  referring  to  sci'ipture  for  proofs  of  the 
dbctiine  of  liinveisal  redemption,  w'e  ilvay 
first  observe,  that  the  original  promise, 
(Gen  iii.  15.)  of  a  rcrieemer,  made  in  gene¬ 
ral  terms  by  Ciod  him^^eif  to  Adam,  the  rep- 
I'csencalive  of  mairkind,  imnitdialely  after 
the  fall,  may  be  considered  as  an  intima¬ 
tion,  that  He  would  be  a  common  blessing 
to  the  whole  human  race,  and  that  He 
would  counteract  and  defeat  the  consequen¬ 
ces  of  Adam’s  transgression  upon  alt  his 
posieiiiy  ;  which  is  allowed  to  have  been 
the  sole  cause  of  the  necessity  of  a  recu.cui- 
ei\  Jl  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  the 
remedy,  pr'oposed  by  a  Being  of  infinite 
power  and  iiifinite  mercy,  would  be  com¬ 
mensurate  to  the  evil  ;  and  tlierefore,  as  the 
evil  updated  instantly  in  pi'oducing  the 
corruption  of  Adam’s  natui’e,  which  Wis 
soon  transmitted  to  his  oETspr'iug,  we  may 
iirfer,  that  all,  who  were  to  partake  of  that 
corrupt  nature,  were  to  partake  also  of  the 
appointed  remedy.  And  wi.en  it  pleased 
our  Almighty  Father  to  declare  more  ex¬ 
plicitly  his  gracious  design,  and  to  point  out 
the  persons  “of  the  fruit  of  whose  loins, 
according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  up 


<1 


< 


12  EVANGELICAL 

Christ,**  (Acts,  ii.  30,)  he  made  use  of 
^tvojrds  of  ihf  most  comprehensive  si^nifi- 
.cutioii  :  to  Ahraham,  lo  Isaac,  and  to  Ja¬ 
cob,  h'*  successively  said,  “  In  thy  seed  shall 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed.*^ 
(Gen.  xviii.  1 8.  xxii.  1 8.  xxviii  14)  The 
salvjtiou  thus  announced  is  not,  like  the 
privileges  of  the  Mosaic  laW,  confined  lo 
the  descendants  of  these  distinguished  pa¬ 
triarchs,  or  to  any  particular  description  of 
iiaen  :  ‘‘  all  nation')  of  the  earth,”  past,  pre- 
sent|  and  to  come,  without  any  exception 
or  limitation,  shall  be  blessed  in  the  promis¬ 
ed  Messiah,  that  is,  for  his  sake,  and  through 
ins  mediation  The  benefits  of  Christ’s 
incarnation  are  spoken  of  in  the  same  lan- 
pnage  throughout  the  prophecies  of  the 
old  testament  :  ‘‘  The  Lord  hiJth  made  bare 
ills  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  , nations  , 
and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the 
^ulvation  of  our  God  :”(Is.  lii  16.)  “All  wc, 
like  sheep,  have  gone  astray ;  we  have 
turned  every  one  to  his  own  way  ;  and  the 
Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.** 
(Is.  liii.  6  )  In  this  passage,  the  universal 
depravity  of  mankind  is  asserted,  and  the 
expiation  of  Christ  is  declared  to  be  as  uni¬ 
versal  as  the  depravity  of  man. 

Jn  the  new  lesiameni,  everv  expression 
which  can  denote  universaiity  is  uj)plitd  to 
the  merits  and  sacrifice  of  Christ  :  at  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
declared  to  the  shepherds,  “  Behold,  I  bring 
you  good  tidings  of  great  joy.  which  shall  be 
IQ  all  people/*  (Luke  ii.  10)  'J*he  a|.ed 
and  devout  Simeon,  when  *«upeinaturally 
guided  to  the  temple,  in  the  spirt!  of  prophe¬ 
cy,  pionouticed  the  infant  Jesus  to  be  the 
salvation  ot  God,  prepared  before  the  Lee 
of  all  people,”  (Luke  ii.  30.  31  )  And  John 
the  Baptist,  under  the  same  divine  influence, 
called  hint,  bef<»re  he  entered  upon  his 
ministry,  “  the  Lantb  of  God,  which  take^h 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.**  (John  i.  29  ; 
Christ  denonjinated  himself  the  Son  of 
man,**  as  bearing  in  his  mediatorial  capaci¬ 
ty  an  equal  relation  to  the  whi.le  liuntnti 
face  ;  and  in  allusion  to  the  naiure  aiul  effi- 
fary  td  his  death,  he  said,  And  L  il  1  be 
l:bcd  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  al!  men 
unto  me.**  (John  xii.  32.)  St.  John  in  his 
gospel, si.ys,  that  Christ  is  ‘‘  the  true  light, 
which  lighicth  evriy  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world,**  (John  i.  0.)  And  that  he  is 
“the  Saviour  of  the  \V€*rid  (John  iv.  42  ) 
And,  ill  writing  to  his  chiistian  breihirn, 
be  sa}  s.  “  Christ  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
sms:  ar!d  not  for  ours  only.’*  that  is,  not 
for  the  sins  of  us  'hris»ians  oi#*y.  but  also 
tor  the  bins  of  the  whole  world.’*  (1  John 
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ii.  2  )  St.  Peter,  says  “that  God  is  not 
willit'g  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all 
should  come  to  repentance.**  (2  Pel.  iii.  9.) 
St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  “  God  will  have  all 
men  to  be  saved ( I  Tim.  ii.  4.)  That  he 
is  “  the  Saviour  of  all  men  ;*’(  1  Ihni  iv.  10.) 
And  that  “  the  grace  ol  God,  that  bringeth 
Salvation,  hath  appeared  to  ail  nun  :'*  ^Tit. 
ii.  1 1.)  And  he  further  suys,  tliut  “  Chiist, 
by  the  grace  of  God  lasted  death  for  every 
man  ;’*  (Hcb.  ii.  9  )  that  he  “  gave  himself 
a  ranson  for  all  ( 1  Tim.  ii.  6  )  and  “  died 
for  all.**  (2  Cor.  v.  15.) 

To  these  plain  and  positive  declarations 
we  may  add  the  train  of  reasoning  puisucd  by 
St.  Paul  ill  his  epistle  to  the  Romans.  'J  he 
Apostle  first  takes  a  compri hensive  vievv 
of  the  conduct  and  condition  of  men  under 
the  difl'ercm  dispensations  of  Piovidenc  e  ; 
he  shews,  that  all  mankind,  both  Jl  ws  and 
Gentiles,  were  under  sin,  and  liable  to  the 
wrath  of  God;  and  ihcrelore,  that  as  all  had 
sinned,  all  rcquireil  to  be  redeemed  from 
the  penalty  of  sin.  And  to  prove  that  pc'ice 
with  God  was  now  obtained  lor  the  whole 
human  species,  Ihroiighthe  precious  blood 
of  Christ,  he  represents  Adam  as  “  the 
figure  of  him  tliat  w  as  to  come,*’  (Rom  v. 
14.)  that  is,  a  type  of  Christ  :  he  then  de¬ 
scribes  the  analogy  between  the  first  and 
second  Adam,  by  declaiing  that  ll  e  former 
brought  death  upon  all  men,  and  the  latter 
restored  all  to  life;  that  universal  sin  audeon- 
demuation  weie  the  consequence  of  Adan/a 
disobedience  and  urtiveiHul  righteousness 
and  pardon  the  eflecl  of  Christ’s  obedience, 
“  As  by  the  ofience  of  one  judgment  came 
upon  ail  men  to  condemnation,  even  so  by 
the  ^ighteousncs^  of  one,  the  free  gift  came 
upon  ail  men  lo  jiistificalioii  of  lile  :  for  as 
by  one  man’s  disobedience  many  wcie  made 
sinners,  so  by  the  obedience  of  one,  shall 
many  be  m  ulc  iighteous.**  (Rom.  V.  18.  19.) 
The  sin  of  Adam  and  the  me i its  of  Christ 
are  here  pronounced  to  be  co-extensive  ; 
the  words  applied  to  boib  aie  precisely  the 
same;  ‘‘judgmtiit  came  upon  all  men,” 
the  free  gilt  came  upon  all  men** — “  many 
were  made  sinners,’*  many  were  made 
righteous.**  Whatever  the  words  -‘all 
n>eii**ahd  “  many**  signify,  when  applied  to 
Adam,  they  must  signify  the  same  when 
applied  lo  Christ.  Il  is  admitted,  that  In 
the  loimer  case  ihe  w'hole  human  rare  is 
meant  ;  and  consequently  in  the  latter  case 
the  whole  human  race  is  also  meant.  The 
force  of  the  argument  is  destroyed,  and  the 
most  acknowledged  rules  of  language  are 
violated,  by  so  interpreting  this  passage  as 
tocontcud  that  all  meu  are  liable  to  puuish- 
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inent  on  account  of  (he  sin  of  Adam,  and 
that  a. few  only  are  enabled  to  avoid  that 
punishment  through  (he  death  of  Cfirist. 
Nay,  we  are  even  told,  that  “  where  sin 
abounded,  j^race  did  much  more  abound 
(Rom.  V.  20.)  but  bow  can  this  be,  it  sin  ex¬ 
tends  to  all,  and  grace  is  confined  to  a  part 
only  of  mankind  ?  Tomline's  Refutation 
of  Calvinism^  fi.  184 

HOMANS  IX. 

This  ninth  chupicr  undoubtedly  contains 
adocirine  of  Election,  and  accoictingly  n  is 
a  wonderful  lavourile  with  Calvin  and  Ids 
followers.  But  it  should  have  been  well 
considered,  of  %vhat  sort  the  Ehetion  is 
Whether  ot  individuals  to  eternal  life'; 
or  of  bodies  of  men  to  (he  firesent  firivile^ 
ges  ol  God’s  church  and  people  ? 

1.  Ill  the  first  place  we  may  observe, 
that  (he  whole  f|uesiion  is  about  nations  and 
bodies  of  men,  the  Jews  on  the  one  side, 
and  ill-  Gentiles  on  the- other;  and  that  it 
respects  their  admission,  or  non-admission, 
to  the  present  privileges  of  God’s  church 
and  people. 

2.  Uf  the  instances  adduced  in  the 

course  of  (he  argument  (hat  of  the 
poller  relates  to  nations  and  bodies  of  men  ; 
see  the  place  of  Jeremy  whence  b!l  Paul 
has  uken  it  :  x'hi  7  “  At  what  instant  I 

shall  speak  cona  rning  a  nation,  and  con¬ 
cerning  a  kingdom  ^c.” 

5.  The  instance  ot  Jacob  and  Esau,  whigh 
looks  the  fairest  for  individual  Pllection,  is 
to  be  undei stood  of  those  Patriarchs  in 
tlieir  national  capacity  :  Gen.  xxv.  23. 
“  'Two  natif.ns  are  in  thy  womb,  and  two 
manner  of  people  shall  be  separated  from 
thy  bowels  :  and  the  one  people  shall  be 
stionger  than  the  other  people,  Isfc,'*  And 
the  prophet  .Mal^^chi,  whom  the  Apostle 
cites*  ver  1 3  explains  the  hating  u\  Esau, 
of  temporal  advantages  and  disadvantages; 
Mai.  i.  3.  “I  hated  Esau,  and  laid  his 
mountaii'.s  and  his  heritage  waste  for  the 
dr''.gof)S  of  the  wilderness.” 

4  The  vessels  of  wra//i,and  the  vessels 
of  mercy  are  hy  St.  Paiil’b  own  designaiinn, 
the  body  of  unbelieving  Jews^  and  the 
Christian  church  consisting  of  Jewish  and 
Gentile  converts. 

5.  Lastly,  it  appears  from  xi  22  23,  that 
those  now‘‘*  graliei  in.”  viz.  the  Gentiles, 
may  be  again  “cut  off;”  and  those  now 
“  cut  off,”  viz.  the  Jews,  may  be  “  grafted 
in  again.”  Now  this  could  not  possibly 
have  place  in  Calvin’s  system. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  conclude  that  the 


Election  spoken  of  hy  St.  Paul  in  this  9tb 
chapter,  is  not  of  individuals  to  eternal 
life  ;  hut  of  bodies  of  men, kw  nations,  to  the 
present  advantages  and  privileges  ol  God’s 
peculiar  people. 

Young's  sermons-  p.  83  note, 

‘  The  purpose  ot  God,  according  to  elec¬ 
tion,*  mentioned  Romans  ix  II,  respccieih 
not  the  persons  of  Jacob  and  Esau,  but 
their  v^nole  nation  arid  posterity,  according 
to  the  note  of  Irenaeus.  Par  turn  Rebeccac 
Jirophetiam  fuisse  duorum  populorvm, 
“  The  offspring  of  Rebecca  was  a  prophecy 
coficerning  two  nations.”  This  is  plain, 

I  From  the  words  of  God  to  Rebecca, 

•  Two  nations  are  in  ihy  womb,  and  two 
manner  of  people  shall  be. separated  from 
thy  loins,  and  the  one  people  shall  be  stron¬ 
ger  than  the  other,  ancfihe  elder  shall  serve 
the  you»»gpr.’ 

2.  From  this  observation,  that,  ns  to  the 
persorisof  Esau  and  Jacob,  this  was  never 
true,  (that  ‘  (hat  the  elder  did  serve  the 
younger,’)  but  only  as  to  their  posterity, 
when  the  Edomites  became  tributaries  to 
David  (2  :5am.  vlii.  14  )  And 

3  Because  what  is  here  offered  as  a 
proof  or  confirmation  of  this,  is  cited  from 
the  prophet  Malachi,  who  prophesied  long 
after  Jacob  and  Esau  were  dead  p^rsonaily, 
and  speaks  expressly  of  the  nation  of  the 
Edtonites.  :  • 

Now  hence  it  clearly  follows  that  the 
Apostle  cannot  here  discourse  of  any  per¬ 
sonal  election  of  them  to  eternal  life,  or  any 
absolute  love  or  hatred  of  them  wi(h  res¬ 
pect  to  their  eternal  interests  ;  for  if  so, 
seeing  he  manifestly  speaks  of  tlie  whole 
nation  of  Israel,  they  mus?,  acc^trding  to 
this  opinion,  be  all  elected  to  eternal  life  ; 
whereas  the  Apostle  informs  iis,  diat  God 
was“  not  well  pleased  witfi  man}  of  them  ;” 
and  the  whole  Jewish  history  shews  the 
contrary.  Again,  ihm  nuisi  the  whole 
posterity  of  Esau  be  the  objects  of  Gofl’s 
hatred  and  his  reprobation  ;*  w  hich  is  so  far 
from  being  true,  that  holy  Job  and  all  his 
friends  appear  to  have  been  of  the  posteii- 
ly  ot  Esau  It  is  therefore  certain,  drat 
the  Apostfe  here  only  speaks  of  the  election 
of  one  seed  and  nation  before  anolijt  r,  to 
be  accounted  ainl  treated  by  him  as  the  seed 
of  Abraham,  or  owned  for  his  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple. — Dr,  IFhitby  on  the  fvc  points,  p. 
60. 

AGAINST  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  PERSE- 
VEHANCK  OF  Si  IN  I  S  TO  THE  END. 

•  N‘  W  (he  just  shall  live  by  faiih,  kai  tan 
upostedeiaiy  but  if  he  draw  back,  my  soul 
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shall  have  no  pleasure  in  him.’  (Heb.  x  38.) 
Where  ob-erve, 

3,  Th:«t  the  wort!  ufiostellein  signifies  to 
draw  back^  refuse  anti  Jiy  from  a  thhig  ; 
and  so  the  object  of  it  being  here  laiih) 
must  signify  the  drawing  back  of  the  per¬ 
son  spoken  ot  from  tlie  faiths  or  refusing 
(  still  to  profess  it,  and  so,  as  it  here  follows, 
must  be  his  •  drawing  back  unto  fxerdition^ 
And  became  this  is  done  u*ual)y  ns  lierej 
verses  33,  34,  out  of  fear  of  pei  seculions^ 
and  want  ot  paiience  to  bear  then),  verse  36* 
hence  it  i-  joined  with  fear;  as  ‘Peter 
ufiestelUn  eautcn^  withdrew  himself  fear¬ 
ing  the  circumcision,’  G.d.  ii.  12,  and  often 
signifies  fear,  as  me  ufiosteilc^  ‘  thou  shalt 
not  be  afraid  of  the  face  vf  man  Deut.  i. 
17.  And  because  men’s  cowardly  fears 
make  Ihtm  lo  hide  and  conceal  their  profes¬ 
sion,  to  dissemble  and  play  the  hypocrite  ; 
hence  it  also  signifies  to  conceal  and  hide  , 
and  tyHe:<ychius  &  Suidas  is  rendered  u/io^ 
krinctai.  dolieuetais  he  plays  the  hypocrite^ 
and  deals  deceitfully  :  all  which,  in  things 
which  do  respect  our  God  and  our  religion, 
are  pernicious  to  the  soul  ;  especially  if  we 
consider  that  he  that  draweth  buck  stands 
opposed  to  him  that  believe th^^  verse  39, 
and  here  to  him  that  ^  liveth  by  faith,^  and 
therefore  can  have  none,  or  only  a  dead 
faith  :  and  lastly  that  God  here  solemr^ 
declares  his  ‘  soul  t^hall  have  no  pleasure 
in  him^^  and  then  he  must  still  lie  under  his 
sad  displeasure.  Note, 

2.  That  ean  uposteiletai^  ‘  if  he  draws 
back^"*  refers  plainly  to  the  ‘just  man  wlio 
lives  by  his  faith  ;’  and  in  the  prophet,  to 
him  w’ho  is  with  faith  and  patience  to  waitfor 
the  accomplishment  of  the  vision ;  and 
verse  33,  o  uposteilamenos^  ‘  the  drawer 
back’  stands  opposed  lo  him  that  '  believes 
to  the  salvation  of  his  souL^  The  words 
do  therefore  plainly  suppose,  that  ‘  the  just 
man  who  liveth  by  that  faiths  in  which  if 
he  persisted  he  would  save  his  soul,  may 
‘  draw  back  to  perdition  and  this  is  also 
evident  from  the  ensuing  words,  ^  my  soul 
shall  have  no  pleasure  in  hinii*  for  they 
do  plainly  intimate  that  God  took  pleasure 
in  him  before  his  drawing  back  ;  for  other¬ 
wise  this  threat  would  signify  nothing,  the 
Lord  taking  pleasure  only  in  just  men,  and 
such  as  live  by  faith. 

3  That  kai  ean,  may  be  rendered  not 
hypothetically*,  ‘  and  if^  but  *  and  when*  the 
just  man  draweth  back ;  but  if  we  read  the 
words  hypothetically,  the  supposition  can¬ 
not  be  of  a  thing  impossible,  for  then  God 
must  be  supposed  to  speak  thus,  “  If  the 
just  man  do  that  which  I  know  it  is  impossi¬ 


ble  for  him  to  do,  and  which  I  am  obliged 
by  promise  to  preserve  him  from  doing,  my 
soul  shall  have  no  pleasure  in  him  which 
is  to  make  God  seriously  to  threaten  men 
for  such  a  sin  of  which  they  are  not  capa¬ 
ble,  and  of  which  they  are  obliged  to 
believe  they  are  not  capable,  if  they 
be  obliged  lo  believe  the  doctrine  of  perse¬ 
verance,  and  so  to  make  his  tlireatrnif^gs 
of  none  effect.— Z)r.  Whitby  on  the  Jive, 
points  p,  340. 


PREDESTINATION.  • 

The  principles  of  natural  reliinon  ar^  the 
foundation  of  that  whic  h  is  revealed  :  and 
therefore  in  reason,  nothing  can  be  admitted 
to  be  a  revelation  from  God.  which  plainly 
contradicts  his  essential  perfection  ;  and 
consequently,  if  any  pretends  Divine  reve¬ 
lation  ior  this  doctrine,  that  God  hath  from 
all  eternity  absolutely  decreed  the  eternal 
ruin  of  the  greatest  part  of  mankind,  with¬ 
out  any  respect  to  the  sins  and  demerits  of 
men;  I  am  as  certain  that  this  doctrine 
cannot  be  of  God,  as  I  am  sure  that  God 
is  good  and  just ;  because  this  grates  upon 
the  notion  that  minkind  have  of  goodnss 
and  justice.  This  is  that  which  no  good 
man  would  do,  and  therefore  cannot  be  be¬ 
lieved  of  Infinite  goodness:  and  therefore 
if  an  apostles  or  dnget  from  heaven,  teach 
any  doctrine  which  plainly  overthrows  the 
goodness  and  justice  of  God.  let  him  he  ac¬ 
cursed.  For  every  man  hath  greater  as¬ 
surance  that  God  is  good  and  just,  than  he 
can  have  of  any  subtle  speculations  about 
predestination  and  the  decrees  of  God. 
— Archhxshop  Tdlotson^s  sermons  vol.  1, 
p.  579. 

The  sovereignly  of  God  doth  not  consist 
in  a  liberty  to  tempt  men  to  evil  or  by  any 
Inevitable  decree  to  necessitate  them  to  sin; 
or  effectually  to  procure  the  sins  of  men, 
and  to  punish  them  for  them.  For  as  this 
would  be  contrary  lo  the  holiness,  and  jus¬ 
tice,  and  goodness  of  God  ;  so  to  the  nature 
of  a  reasonable  creature,  who  cannot  be 
guilty,  or  deserve  punishment}  for  what  it 
cannot  help.  And  men  cannot  easily  have 
a  blacker  thought  of  God,  than  to  imagine 
that  he  hath,  from  all  eternity,  carried  on  a 
secret  design  to  circumvent  the  greatest 
part  of  men  into  destruction,  and  under¬ 
hand  to  draw  men  into  a  plot  against  heav  en ; 
that  by  this  unworthy  practice  be  may  raise 
a  revenue  of  glory  to  his  justice.  There’s 
no  generous  and  good  man,  but  would  spit 
in  that  man’s  face  that  should  charge  him 
with  such  a  design;  and  if  they  who  arc 
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but  very  drops  of  goodness,  in  comparison 
with  God  the  infinite  ocean  of  goodness, 
would  lake  it  for  such  a  reproach  ;  shall  we 
attribute  that  to  the  best  Being  in  the  world, 
which  we  would  detest  and  aboniinate  in 
ourselves  ?  Ibxd^  fi.  622. 

Extract  from  a  sermon  preached  by  IVIar- 

9 

TIN  Luther,  year  1532,  on  Lukcy 

•  ^  ^  •  • 

chdp.  ii. 

“  To  whom  does  the  Angel  address  the 
following  words  contained  in  (he  lOih  and 
1  Ith  verses  of  ihc  text :  ‘  Fear  not ;  for  be- 
liold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of.  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people,  for  unto  you  is 
born  this  day  in  (he  city  of  David,  a  Saviour, 
which  is  Christ,  tliC  Lord.*  Does  the 
Ang»^l  speak  to  trees  and  stones  ^  No,  but 
he  speaks  to  men,  and  that  not  to  one  or 
two  only,  but  to  a//  people.  He  proclaims 
a  joy  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  In  what 
sense  shall  we  understand  these  words  ? 
Shall  we  entertain  doubts  concerning  the 
general  mercy  of  God,  and  say  :  yes,  he 
may  indeed  be  the  Saviour  of  St.  Peter, 
Paul,  &c. ;  they  may  rejoice  in  him,  but  I 
dare  not  do  it :  I  am  a  poor  sinner,  and 
such  a  treasure  does  not  belong  to  me. 
But  my  dear  friend,  if  you  will  speak  in 
such  a  manner,  to  whom  then  does  the. 
Saviour  belong  ?  Who  then  is  he,  and  what 
did  he  become  ?  If  his  intention  had  been 
to  come  to  ihe  aid  of  a  creature  difTeicnt  " 
from  man,  he  would  certainlv  aUd  have  be- 
come  such  a  different  creature.  But  he, 
the  sou  of  God,  became  a  son  of  man. 
Now  who  are  you,  and  who  am  I  ?  Are  we 
not  also  sons  of  men  ?  To  whose  assistance, 
should  the  Saviour  then  come  ?  To  whose 
else  than  ifiat  of  mankind?  The  Ai»gels  need¬ 
ed  not  his  help  ; — the  devils  do  not  wish  for 
hi  in, but  we  men  stood  in  need  of  him;  not  the 
Fleet,  but  the  nvhole  human  race  unthont 
dihiim  tioxiy  requires  his  aid.  for  the  sake  of 
mankind^Uc^  became  man.'*  —  Korlz's  trans- 
lation  ofTischers^life  of  Luther  .dppendix^ 
p,  Jj5. 

— — - -  ^ 

From  the  Aiisswnary  Herald. 
episcopal  church  in  the  united 

STATES. 

.The  number  of  bishops,  in  the  United 
States  is  10,  viz.  : 

William  White,  I).  I),  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  11.  HobaiT,  D.  D.  of  New-iTark. 

*  Alexander  V.  Griswtdd,  D.  D.  of  the 
eastern  ‘  diocess,  comprising  t!ic  states  of 


Maine^  New-Hampshirc,  Massachusetts, 
Vermont,  and  Rhode  Island. 

Richard  C.  Moore,  D  D  of  Virginia. 

James  Kemp,  D.  D.  of  Maryland. 

John  Croes,  D.  D.  of  New-Jersey. 

Nathaniel  Bowen,  D.  D.  of  Souih-Caro- 
lina.' 

Philander  Chase,  D.  D.  of  Ohio, 

.Thomas  C.  Brownell,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D.  of 
Connecticut. 

John  S.  Ravenscrofl,  D.  D.  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  number  of  Clergy,  exclusive  of  the 
bishops,  is  358,  viz.  : 

In  Maine.  2 — New-Hampshirc,  4 — Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  29— -Vermont  7 — Riiode  Island, 
6 — Con.»ecticut.  4b — New-York  94— New- 
Jersey,  IS—Pensylvania,  36— Delaware,  3 

— Maryland.  44 - V^irginia  33 — North 

Ccirolina,  8 — South  Carolina  27 — Ohio,  6 
— Georgia,  4.  “ 


CJLVimSM. 


QUOTATIONS  FROM  THE  WORKS  OF  CALVIN 

•  « 

If  it  be  evident  that  it  is  owing  to  the  will 
of  Gud,  that  salvation  is  voluntarily  offered 
to  some,  that  others  are  prevented  from  ac¬ 
cess  lorit,  here  great  and  diflS  ult  questions 
immediately  arise,  which  cannot  otherwise, 
be  explained,  than  by  pious  minds  settling 
wleat  opinion -it  is  right  to  hold  concerning* 
Election  and  Predestination— a  perplexed, 
question,  as  it  appears  to  many,  because 
they  think  nothing  less  reasonable,  than 
that  some  of  the  common  herd  of  men 
should  be  predestinalen  to  salvation,  others 
to  destruction.  hist.  lib.  3.  cap.  3  I  s.  1. 

No  one,  who  would  wish  to  be  considered 
as  pious,  dares  absolutely  deny  the  prcd^*s- 
tination,  by  which  God  adopts  some  men  to 
the  hope  of  life,  adjudges  others  to  eternal 
death  ;  but  they  involve  in  it  many  cavils, 
particularly  those  who  rn.ske  pvercience  llie* 
cause  of  it.  Predestination  we  call  the 
eternal  decree  of  God,  by  which  he  has  de- 
terndned  with  himscli,  what  he  billed  to  be 
done  concerning  every  man.  For  all  men 
are  not  created  in  an  equal  eofjdition  (pari 
conditione)  ;  but  eternal  life  is  pre  ordained 
to  some,  eternal  damnation  to  others. 
Thcrefoie,  as  every  one  was  formed  for  the 
one  or  the  other  end,  so  we  say  that  he  was 
piedeslicaied  either  to  life  or  to  death. 

Ibid.  sec.  5. 
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I  confess^  indeed,  that  all  the  sons  of 
Adam  fell  into  th^t  niiserahie  conciiiion  in . 
which  they  arc  now  bound,  by  the  will  of 
Gud  :  and  that  is  what  I  asserted  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  that  we  must  always  return  to  the 
sole  determinaiion  of  the  Divine  will. 

Ibid.  cap.  23.  s.  6. 

$ 

The  reprobates  want  to  be  considered  as 
excusable  in  sinning,  because  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  sinning, 
especially  since  a  neceadty  of  this  kind  is 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  ordinance  of* 
God.  ,  But  we  say,  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  iheir  being  excused  on  this  ground, 
since  the  ordinance  of  God,  by  which  they 
complain  that  they  are  destined  to  destruc¬ 
tion!  has  its  own  equity,  uuk^  own  indeed  to 
us,  but  most  certain. 

Ibid.  lib.  3,  cap.  23.  s.  9. 

God,  from  the  beginning,  decreed  what 
should  happen  to  the  whole  human  race. 

De  Occ.  Dei.  Brovid.  p.  735* 


LAMBETH  ARTICLES. 

The  Lambeth  articles  were  so  called 
because  drawn  up  at  Lambeth  palace 
under  the  eye,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  archbishop  Whiigifi,  bishop  Bancroft, 
bishop  Vaughan,  and  other  eminent  digni¬ 
taries  of  the  church.  That  the  reader  may 
judge  how  Calvinistic  the  clergy  were  un¬ 
der  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  we  shall 
here  insert  them. 

1.  God  hath  from  eternity,  predestinated 
certain  persons  to  life,  and  liaih  reprobated 
certain  persons  unto  death. 

2.  The  moving  or. efficient  cause  of  pre- 
desiiuation  unto  life  is  not  the  foresight  of 
faith,  or  of  perseverance,  or  of  good  works, 
or  of  any  thing  that  is  in  the  persons  pre^ 
destinated ;  but  the  alone  will  of  God’s 
good  pleasure. 

§.  The  piedeslinati  are  a  predetermined 
and  a  certain  number,  which  can  neither 
be  lessened  nor  increased. 

4.  Such  as  are  not  predestinated  to  salva¬ 
tion  shall  inevitably  be  condemned  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  sins. 

5.  The  true,  lively,  and  justifying  faith, 
and  the  spirit  of  God,  justifying,  is  not  ex¬ 
tinguished,  doth  not  utterly  fail,  doth  not 
vanish  away,  in  the  elect,  either  finally  or 
totally. 

6.  A  true  believer,  that  is,  one  who  is 
endued  with  jusiilyiifg  lailli,  is  certified  by 
the  full  assurance  ot  faiili  that  bis  sins  i>re, 
forgiven,  and  that  he  shall  be  ever  lastingly 
PM ’0/1  Lv  Clirist. 


7.  Saving  grace  is  not  allowed,  is  not  im¬ 
parted,  is  not  granted  to  all  men,  by  which 
they  may  be  saved  if  they  will. 

8.  No  man  is  able  to  come  to  Christ,  un¬ 
less  it  be  given  him,  and  unless  the  Father 
draw  him  ;  and  all  men  are  not  drawn  by  the 
Father,  that  they  may  come  to  his  son. 

9.  Ii  is  not  in  the  will  or  power  ol  every 
man  to  be  saved — TneologUal  Diet,  jEdin- 
burgh  ed,  1807, /i*  54. 


THE  SECRET  WILL. 

His  (God’s)  secret  will  solely  respects 
the  taking  place  of  those  things, -which  he 
determined  from  eternity  should  take  place, 
without  any  regard  to  the  nature  of  them, 
whether  morally  good,  or  morally  evil. 

It  was  his  secret  will,  that  Lucifer  should 
rebel,  and  Adam  should  disobey,  though  he 
hated  both  the  rebellion  of  Lucifer  and  ihe 
disobrdience  of  Adam.  It  was  his  secret 
will,  that  Jiidtls  should  betray  and  Peter 
should  deny  ^C’hrisi,  though  he  haled  the 
conduct  of  L>«»ih  Judas  and  Peter.  It  is 
his  .  secret  will,  that  all  the  elect  shall  re¬ 
pent,  and  believe,  and  that  all  the  non-elect 
shall  live  and  die  in  imptuitence  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  though  he  loves  faith  and  repentance, 
and  hates  impenitence  and  unbelief.  If  al¬ 
ways  was,  and  is,  and  «Ii7/  be  his  secret  will, 
that  all  tilings  siiall  luke  place,  which  he 
sees  will  bi  st  piomoie  his  own  glory,  and 
the  highest  good  of  the  universe,  whcihrr 
they  are  good  or  evil,  right  or  wrong  in 
their  own  nature.  The  assembly  of  di¬ 
vines  have  given  a  just  and  accurate  defini¬ 
tion  ol  God’s  secret  will.  “  If  is  the  coun¬ 
sel  of  Ills  own  will,  whereby' for  his  own 
glory,  lie  hath  foie-ordaincd,  whatscever 
comes  10  pass.”  His  secret  will  enlireiy 
respects  his  decree,  his  purpose^  his  inten¬ 
tion,  or  his  determination,  concerning  the 
aciuvil  existence  or  the  actual  taking  place 
of  all  things^  in  boih  the  natural  and  moral 
world. — E?t2?no?n^s  sermons,  fi  121. 
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